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CURRENT VIEW OF PASS-THROUGH SITE AT ~ 65 W. POLK 
(Between Dearborn Station and The Oaks Senior Housing) 

TO THI3ȣȢ 

 

PROPOSED SITE REDESIGN FOR FERD KRAMER MEMORIAL GARDEN 



²ŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ new community asset: The Ferd Kramer Memorial Garden 

WHERE: 65 W. Polk, between Dearborn Station and The Oaks Tower Senior Housing 

WHEN: This summer 

WHY: To transform the eroding soil into a rain garden, and to make the entire site an earth-
friendly and community-friendly asset. 

WHO IS MAKING THIS HAPPEN: The Alliance for a Greener South Loop, with project 

management support from the Center for Neighborhood Technology, has spearheaded this 

effort. 2nd Ward Alderman Bob Fioretti and NeighborSpace are helping address city 

requirements. Draper and Kramer is the primary funder, with additional funding support from 

ǘƘŜ !ƭŘŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ¢I9 /haa¦bL¢¸Φ 

WHO WAS FERD KRAMER? A native Chicagoan, CŜǊŘƛƴŀƴŘ άCŜǊŘέ YǊŀƳŜǊΣ 1902-2002, was the 

head of the real estate firm Draper & Kramer Inc., and led the development of Dearborn Park. 

Kramer demonstrated a consistent commitment to economic and racial integration and earned 

a national reputation for the development of nondiscriminatory, middle-income housing, 

including the Prairie Shores, Lake Meadows and Dearborn Park communities in Chicago. 

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ CŜǊŘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 5ŜŀǊōƻǊƴ tŀǊƪ ǎǇŀǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǊŜǾƛǘŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ [ƻƻǇΦ bƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƴŜǿ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ 

WHAT IS A RAIN GARDEN? A rain garden is planted with deep-rooted native plants to help 

rainwater stay where it falls. This keeps storm water out of the sewer system. The South Loop 

is a major contributor to stormwater runoff in the city, an urban challenge across the country. 

In Chicago, stormwater runoff overloads our sewer system and causes untreated water to flow 

into the Chicago River. Help keep rainwater that falls in the South Loop stay in the South Loop! 

   
Pre-development (mid-1970s) Original green space (2010) Proposed redesign of space 

 

CAN YOU HELP MAKE THIS A REALITY? 

Email for more info: greensouthloop@yahoo.com 


